
Václav Smetáček was born on 30th September 1906 in Brno, Czech Republic. He studied the violin 

and viola, and later oboe, conducting and composition at the Prague Conservatory. At the same time 

he studied musicology and philosophy at the Prague Charles University. 

From 1930 to 1933 he played 1st oboe in the Czech Philharmonic and in 1933 also for the Prague 

National Theatre Orchestra. 

 

In 1928 he founded the Prague Wind Quintet (Prazske dechove kvinteto), of which he was the leader 

and a member for 26 years. 

               

For 21 years he was a professor of the Prague Conservatory, where he taught oboe, and later also 

chamber music and conducting. From 1946 he taught wind chamber interpretation and from 1952 

leading orchestras and conducting at the Prague Academy of Music (AMU).  

               

From 1934 to 1946 he was active as chorus master and conductor of the Prague Hlahol Choir and in 

the Prague Radio. 

              

In 1942 he was appointed conductor-in-chief of the Symphony Orchestra FOK (now Prague 

Symphony Orchestra).  He remained in this position until his retirement in 1972 but continued to 

cooperate with the orchestra until his death in 1986. 

              

Starting in 1954 he travelled as a guest conductor to all major European cultural centres and other 

continents. During his career he conducted nearly 100 orchestras arround the world. 

He made regular visits to Japan, later also New Zealand, USA and South America. For five seasons he 

conducted the symphony orchestra and the Teatro Colón orchestra in Buenos Aires where he 

performed among others the Latin American premieres of Leoš Janáček’s Katia Kabanova and 

Shostakovich’s Katerina Izmailova in 1968. In Iceland he conducted the first performance of 

Smetana’s Bartered Bride in 1960 and in 1966 the Italian premiere of Janáček’s opera From the House 

of Dead in the Teatro alla Scala in Milano. 

              

Several times he undertook successful concert tours with his orchestra FOK as well as with the Czech 

Philharmonic to different European countries and to the USA. 

             

His large discography includes more than 300 recordings of major works of Czech and world classical 

music. The most successful recordings include the complete set of Beethoven’s Piano Concertos, 

Dvořák’s oratorios Saint Ludmila, Te Deum and Stabat Mater, Orff’s Tionfi, and Smetana’s My 

Country (first Czech digital recording). 

             

Václav Smetáček was appreciated especially as performer of Slavonic music, above all cantatas and 

oratorios.  His repertoir was nevertheless very broad and he did not hesitate to make the effort to 

study the work of modern composers, even if often for only a few performances. He promoted Czech 

music around the word including the compositions of his contemporaries such as Janáček, Martinů, 

Kabeláč, Fišer, Sommer, and Klusák. Over the course of his more than sixty-year conducting career he 

achieved mastery in the sense of providing a clear artistic vision, using precise and elegant gestures 

and having the ability to inspire an orchestra with his own energy and enthusiasm.  

 

Vaclav Smetacek died on 18th February 1986 – in the year of his 80th birthday. 


